
 

t  This week Jason started a new series called H.O.T. Topics 
(Honest, Open, Transparent) And he taught us about the 3 
“O’s” he learned about while reading Proverbs 18.   
They are: 

• Opinions 
• Offenses 
• Obedience 

 Proverbs 18:1-4  (NLT) 
1 Unfriendly people care only about themselves; 
    they lash out at common sense. 
2 Fools have no interest in understanding; 
    they only want to air their own opinions. 
3 Doing wrong leads to disgrace, 
    and scandalous behavior brings contempt. 
4 Wise words are like deep waters; 
    wisdom flows from the wise like a bubbling brook. 
 
Proverbs 18:1-4 (ESV) 
1 Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; 
    he breaks out against all sound judgment. 
2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, 
    but only in expressing his opinion. 
3 When wickedness comes, contempt comes also, 
    and with dishonor comes disgrace. 
4 The words of a man's mouth are deep waters; 
    the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook. 

* Have you ever encountered someone that was only 
interested in sharing their opinion, without fully 
understanding the situation? 

Jason told us that there are too many people that have 
opinions on everything, even if it doesn’t concern them.  
He also pointed out that Facebook has made it easy for 
people to hide behind a screen while they say things that 
should rather be left unsaid. 

* Do you agree?  How do you think Facebook has 
impacted the way talk to, or about other people? 

Hebrews 4:12  (NLT) 
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest 
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 

Jason shared a rather graphic account of cleaning a 
deer to illustrate the power of God’s Word to separate 
truth, from opinion and to leave us exposed. 

* How do you think it benefits us to use God’s Word when 
sharing what we think? 

Proverbs 18:6-8   (NLT) 
6 Fools’ words get them into constant quarrels; 
    they are asking for a beating. 
7 The mouths of fools are their ruin; 
    they trap themselves with their lips. 
8 Rumors are dainty morsels 
    that sink deep into one’s heart. 
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PRAYER LIST 

• Pray for God’s 
protection over our 
Youth as they travel to 
camp. 

• Pray that God would set 
us free from the spirit of 
offense and that our 
focus would be on unity. 

•  Pray that we would 
learn to rest in Him, 
giving up the need to 
insert opinions in 
situations that we should 
be taking to the Lord in 
prayer. 

• Pray for spiritual growth 
and discernment in our 
personal lives, our 
families and our church 

• Pray for revival… “Lord, 
let it begin with me.” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Wednesdays nights will 
be starting up on Aug 
14. 

EVENTS 

July 14 – YOUTH CAMP  
                  (all week) 

 



 

Aug 4 – Foundations 101 
Aug 11 – Foundations 201 
Aug 14 – Wed. Night Service 
                Youth/Drama 
Aug 17 – Back to School Bash 
 
 
 

Proverbs 18:6-8   (ESV) 
6 A fool's lips walk into a fight, 
    and his mouth invites a beating. 
7 A fool's mouth is his ruin, 
    and his lips are a snare to his soul. 
8 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; 
    they go down into the inner parts of the body. 

Spreading rumors or gossiping is DEVASTATING to the unity 
of the Church.  Satan will use this to his advantage to 
destroy the love and fellowship in the church. 

1 Peter 5:8  (NLT) 
8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like 
a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 

* What are some ways we can help stop gossip and 
rumors when we hear them? 

Proverbs 18:19-21 (NLT) 
19 An offended friend is harder to win back than a fortified city. 
    Arguments separate friends like a gate locked with bars. 
20 Wise words satisfy like a good meal; 
    the right words bring satisfaction. 
21 The tongue can bring death or life; 
    those who love to talk will reap the consequences. 
 
Proverbs 18:19-21 (ESV) 
19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, 
    and quarreling is like the bars of a castle. 
20 From the fruit of a man's mouth his stomach is satisfied; 
    he is satisfied by the yield of his lips. 
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 
    and those who love it will eat its fruits. 

People can be legitimately offended by someone who 
likes to share their opinions about them.  However, we are 
often times too easily offended because we care more 
about what others think or say about us, rather than what 
God says about us. 

Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 (NLT) 
21 Don’t eavesdrop on others—you may hear your servant curse you. 22 For 
you know how often you yourself have cursed others. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 (ESV) 
21 Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your 
servant cursing you. 22 Your heart knows that many times you yourself have 
cursed others. 

* How does knowing what GOD says about you, help 
when we hear others try to share THEIR opinions about 
you? 

James 1:19-22  (NLT) 
19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. 20 Human anger does not 
produce the righteousness God desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in 
your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for 
it has the power to save your souls. 
 



 
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, 
you are only fooling yourselves. 

James tells us in this passage that we just need to “listen, 
be quiet and obey God.”  When we do this, we are better 
able to share God’s Truth with others about their situation, 
instead of telling them what WE think.  We are NOT the 
Holy Spirit!  God is the one who should change the way 
people think, not us! 

Romans 12:2 (NLT) 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to 
know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

* What is one thing you will do differently, after hearing this 
lesson in Proverbs this week?  
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