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In this week’s sermon, Bro. Mike opened up by telling us 
that it doesn’t matter what you are good at… glorify God 
with it! 

1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) 
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

* Can you think of a way that you can glorify God with a 
skill or talent you have? 

Mark 2:1-12 (NLT) 
 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 
 
When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread 
quickly that he was back home. 2 Soon the house where he was staying was 
so packed with visitors that there was no more room, even outside the door. 
While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3 four men arrived carrying a 
paralyzed man on a mat. 4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they 
lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. 5 Seeing their faith, 
Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to 
themselves, 7 “What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive 
sins!” 
 
8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why 
do you question this in your hearts? 9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk’? 10 So I will 
prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” 
Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up your 
mat, and go home!” 
 
12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the 
stunned onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, 
“We’ve never seen anything like this before!” 

Bro. Mike taught us that 7 of the 12 disciples were 
fishermen.  When Jesus called them he said in Matthew, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

The passage above shows the actions of the friends of the 
paralyzed man to get him to Jesus.  Likewise, actions are 
required from us to get people to Jesus. 

Bro. Mike explained that to be a true “fisher of men” you 
need to have certain qualities: 

1. You need to have genuine compassion for other 
people.  We need to love people like Jesus loves 
them. 
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* Have you ever found it difficult to have compassion for 
someone?  (Maybe they annoy you or wronged you in 
some way)  What needs to happen before you can share 
Jesus with that person? 

2. We need to have genuine faith that Jesus is the answer 
they are looking for. 

The men in the story believed wholeheartedly that Jesus 
was the only way to help their friend. 

* Do we honestly believe that Jesus is the only way to help 
those around us?  Do we often search for other means to 
help them, when in fact, what they need is a real 
relationship with Jesus? 

* Do you often look for other means of help, rather than 
looking to Jesus? 

3. We need to have genuine cooperation, or unity.  We 
need to work together to bring people to Jesus. 

It took all 4 men in the story to get the paralyzed man to 
Jesus, it was a group effort.   

* In what way(s) do you work with others to bring people 
to Jesus?  What corner of the mat are you holding? 

In v. 5, Jesus called the paralyzed man, “My Child”, 
indicating that when our sins are forgiven, we are 
adopted into God’s family. 

* Do you live each day like you are in God’s family? 

QUOTABLE SAYINGS FROM THE PULPIT 

Here are some quotes that Bro Mike said from the pulpit.  
Read and discuss if you still have time: 

Did it ever occur to you that nothing has ever occurred to 
God? 

 

The Son of God, became the Son of Man, so that the sons 
of men may become sons of God. 

 

Sin is like a sickness that cripples us, but forgiveness is the 
medicine that heals us. 
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