
 

t  This week, Jason began a new series called “Build the 
Walls” where began by seeing how Nehemiah responded 
to difficult times.  

For some of us, the enemy has ransacked our homes and 
made chaos in our lives with different situations.  There 
can sometimes be several reasons for this, but HOW we 
respond matters. 

* Do you feel attacked by the enemy?  In what ways?  
How do you respond to it? 

Nehemiah 1 (ESV) 
 
Report from Jerusalem 
1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 
 
Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in 
Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men 
from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who 
had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, 
“The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great 
trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are 
destroyed by fire.” 
 
Nehemiah's Prayer 
4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for 
days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And 
I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the 
prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the 
people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, 
which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have 
sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your 
servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant 
Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 
but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather 
them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name 
dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have 
redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your 
ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your 
servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant 
today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” 

1. NEHEMIAH MOURNED 

If we look at v.4, we can see that Nehemiah was deeply 
burdened about the news from Jerusalem.  He felt that 
the condition of Jerusalem was a poor reflection of God’s 
goodness. 

* Are you concerned about how the world views God?  
When you fail in your Christian walk, and it reflects poorly 
on God, are you bothered by it? 

God will sometimes send us a “wake up call” to bring us 
back to Him.  When sin creeps into our life, we need to 
take ownership and turn back to Him. 
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Psalm 51:4 (ESV) 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words 
    and blameless in your judgment. 

2. NEHEMIAH REPENTED 

We see in Neh 1:6 that Nehemiah recognized his own sin 
as a reason for Jerusalem’s situation.  When we are in 
judgement because of our sin, we must confess it and 
repent.  God promises forgiveness for those who repent. 

1 John 1:9 (ESV) 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

*Why do we sometimes find it so difficult to confess our sins 
to God, even though He promised us forgiveness? 

3. NEHEMIAH REMINDED GOD OF HIS PROMISES 

In verses 8-9 in Nehemiah 1, He reminded God of His own 
promises. 

* Why do you think Nehemiah reminded God of His 
promises?  Do you think God forgot what He said? 

God is faithful to fulfill His promises and He never forgets 
them.  But we often do forget them and we fail to walk in 
the promises of God. 

* What are some promises that God made in the Bible that 
affect the way you live your day-to-day life? 

Scan the code here or go to 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-
verses/gods-promises-verses-in-the-bible/ to see a list 
of some of the promises God makes. 

4. NEHEMIAH PRAYED FOR SUCCESS 

Nehemiah knew he could not fix anything on his own, so in 
verses 10-11 he prayed that God would help him.  The 
truth is that there are situation that we cannot handle and 
we NEED God’s help. 

* What are some things you have asked God to help with 
in your life? 

Jason ended his message by saying we need to take a 
stand for God. 

Joshua 24:15. (ESV) 
… choose this day whom you will serve, … But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” 
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